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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GemALy G, MANN
ATTOUREY TENTRAL

fonorabdle Gecrge H., Sheppard
Comptroller of Publiec Accounts
Austin, Texas

Dear sSir:
Pa
: ranate, B11) no. B4, Acts
é he %8th Legislaturs.
s sopy horeslth your letl{sr of June 8, 1943: |
"3enate -of\the Regular Sea-
sion of the Tor anends
Artiole 6 affectiive ninety days
ugust 10, 1943,

in tihis department
e correct amount £o pay Confaderats

M of August, since the
@& 10th dny of the month.

A4Ifectiveon

=should the warrent issued to a pensioner

e for the full)sum of $80.00 for the xmonth of
August, or should 4t de prorataal or should 4t
ho‘(g;“&hp’t of 380,00, whioh ia the amount
authorized pidar the present lew?™

?rfbr/:o the amendment referred to in your lstter
Article 6221, V. A. C. 8., read: as follows;

"0p the 1st Gay of each calendar month

the Comptroller shmll pay to eaoch married
veteran who 13 living with his wife, a pen-
~ sion of Fifty {}50.00) Dollars per month for

\ \\. ‘
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as long asg thei both may live, and after
the death of sither party, then the said
vateran or his widow atill living shall

only draw an amount equal to other veterans

or thelr widows. To eaoh veteran now un-
narried or & widower or widow who is drawing

a pension or whoss application may be here-
after spproved, shall be paid the sum of
Twenty-five (:28,00) Dollars per month for
each yzar, and the remainder of said pension
fund (after reimbursing the Geheral Revenue
Tund for any sévancemsnt theretofore mada to
the Pension Fund) shall be squally prorated
among all of sald pensioners whose claine to
pensions have been estadlished and riled. aAll
pensions shall begin on the firzt day of the
calendar month following the ap:roval of the
application.™ '

The relevant portion of Senate Bill No. 24 provides;

"0n the first day of each calendar month
the Comptrollsr shall pay to each married vot-
eran who {s living with his wife, a pension of
Xighty (380,00) Collars per month for as long
as they both zay live, and after the death of
either party, then the said veteran, or his
widow still iivins shall only draw an amount
equal to other veterans or thelr widoms. To
eacl veteran now unmarried, or a widowar, who
ia 4Arawing a pension, or whose application nay
hersafter be apiroved, shall be pald the sun
of Fifty (;80.00) Doliars per month foy each .
yoar. 7o eaoh widow who i#2 now drawing & pen-
sica, or whose applicetion nay hereafter be
ap;roved, shall be raid the sum of Thirty
{£30,00) Dollsrs per month for each year; pro-
vided that any person who hes besn granted s

snsion, and who is thereafter admitted as an
+  4nmate of the Confederate Home of this States
shall thereaftor be entitlsd to rsceive pension
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payments of the amount of one~half (%) of
the pension that sueh perzon would be en-
titled to receive if not an famste of such
home. {All pensions shall tegin on the
first day of the calendar month following
the ap;roval of the appliecation,})*

It is apparent from the teras of hoth of these
A0tz that the Comptroller ias authorized to make peasion
paysants only on the firset day of sadh month, and that the
smount of suoh paymenta and the peraons entitled to receive
them are to s determined on thes first day of sach month,
It is our undorstanding that when you mention peyments ~for
the montk Of Augast™ in your letter you rafer tc the paymesnts
to bde made on Septembdsr 1, sinoe your department has long
construed irtiole 4221 an5 Zs related articles to provide
that payments for a given month be made con the first day
of the succesding nonth, 0n the lst day of September,
Senate Bill No, 24 will be in full force and effesnt and
‘under 1ts terms you are authorized and ordered to make
‘payments in acoordancs with the provisions of this Aet,
8ince Seotion 5) of Artlols III of cur Constitution spe-
cifically suthorizes tha legislature to grant pensions of
this type "under such regulations and limitstions sr nay
be deemed by the legisluture as expedient,” we find no
inhibitions acainst giving a literal interpretation to the
language of this Aot., Consejuently, it is our opiniosn and
you are respectfully sdviasd that the penalon paymonts to
be msde on the Cirst dsy of Saptexber should he in the
azounts authorized by Senate Bill XNo. 24, :

Trusting that the foregoi:ng fully snswers your
ingquiry, we are

AFPROVEDJIUN 19, 1943 very truly yours

W & FAannt ATTORNEY GEINENAL OF TEXAS
77 AUTORNEY GENFRAL OF THX, .~ 5y F kL

R. Dean Moorheed
Assistant

RDMifO




